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Idolatry

We are all idolators. We all want temples, chur-
ches, mosques and synagogues for our spiritual develop-
ment, and to strengthen our faith in God. Some want
images of stone or metal, others an altar or a book or
even a picture, to inspire feelings of devotion towards
God.

Young India, 2 3-8-'2 4

Temples or mosques or churches ... I make no
distinction between these different abodes of God. They
are what faith has made  them. They  are  an answer
to man's craving somehow to reach the Unseen.
Harijan,  18-3->33

I am both an idolator and an iconoclast in what I
conceive to be the true sense of the terms. I value the
spirit behind idol-worship. It plays a most important
part in the uplift of the human race. And I would like
to possess the ability to defend with my life the thou-
sands of holy temples which sanctify this land of ours,
... I am an iconoclast in the sense that I break down
the subtle form of idolatry in the shape of fanaticism
that refuses to see any virtue in any other form of wor-
shipping the Deity save one's own. This form of idolatry
is more deadly for being more fine and evasive than
the tangible and gross form of worship that identifies
the deity with a little bit of a stone or a golden image.
Toung India, 28-8-'24

We worship an image when we visit a temple or a
mosque with a feeling of sanctity or reverence. Nor do
I see any harm in all this. On the contrary, endowed
as man is with a finite, limited understanding, he can
hardly do otherwise. Even so far from seeing anything